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How do we decide what our calling should be? Is it something our life path leads

us to? Or something we decide we want and then we set out to do? In building a

life, how do we decide how we want to affect the world with our individual and

unique gifts and talents? Where does vocation meet avocation? Or are they

separate?

Source 1 — Solomon Asks for Wisdom - 1 Kings 3:5-14

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon

in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask,

what shall I grant you?”

הבְּגבְִע֗וֹןהִ֔ היהְוָֹ֛הנרְִאָ֧ ֹ֖ ילְָהבַּחֲל֣וֹםאֶל־שְׁ�מ הַלָּ֑

אמֶר ֹ֣ יםוַיּ לאֱהִ֔ השְׁאַ֖ אֶתֶּן־לָֽ�מָ֥

6 Solomon said, “You dealt most graciously

with Your servantmy father David, because

he walked before You in faithfulness and

righteousness and in integrity of heart. You

have continued this great kindness to him

by giving him a son to occupy his throne, as

is now the case.

אמֶרו ֹ֣ הוַיּ ֹ֗ השְׁ�מ יתָאַתָּ֨ דעִם־עַבְדְּ֙�עָשִׂ֜ אָבִי֮דָוִ֣

סֶד �כַּאֲשֶׁר֩גָּדוֹל֒חֶ֣ י�הָלַ֨ תלְפָנֶ֜ הבֶּאֱמֶ֧ וּבִצְדָקָ֛

ת בוּבְישְִׁרַ֥ �לֵבָ֖ סֶדוַתִּשְׁמָר־ל֗וֹעִמָּ֑ הַגָּדוֹל֙אֶת־הַחֶ֤

ה ןוַתִּתֶּן־ל֥וֹהַזֶּ֔ בבֵ֛ הַזֶּהֽכַּיּ֥וֹםעַל־כִּסְא֖וֹישֵֹׁ֥
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7 And now, O LORDmy God, You have made

Your servant king in place of my father

David; but I am a young lad, with no

experience in leadership.

הוְעַתָּה֙ז ייהְוָ֣ כְתָּאַתָּה֙אֱ�הָ֔ חַתאֶתֽ־עַבְדְּ֔�הִמְלַ֣ תַּ֖

ד ידָּוִ֣ ןנַ֣עַרוְאָנֽכִֹי֙אָבִ֑ ֹ֔ ע֥�אקָט אתאֵדַ֖ אצֵ֥ ֹֽ וָב

8 Your servant finds himself in themidst of

the people You have chosen, a people too

numerous to be numbered or counted.

בְדְּ֔�ח רעַמְּ֖�בְּת֥וֹ�וְעַ֨ רְתָּאֲשֶׁ֣ בבָּחָ֑ רעַם־רָ֕ אֲשֶׁ֧

רוְ֥�אֽ�א־ימִָּנֶה֛ ביסִָּפֵ֖ ֹֽ מֵר

9 Grant, then, Your servant a listening

heart to judge Your people, to distinguish

between good and bad; for who can judge

this vast people of Yours?”

עַ֙לֵ֤בלְעַבְדְּ֜�וְנתַָתָּ֨ט טשׁמֵֹ֙ ֹ֣ יןאֶתֽ־עַמְּ֔�לִשְׁפּ לְהָבִ֖

עבֵּיֽן־ט֣וֹב ילְרָ֑ יכִּ֣ טיוּכַל֙מִ֤ ֹ֔ דאֶת־עַמְּ֥�לִשְׁפּ הַכָּבֵ֖

הַזֶּהֽ

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had

asked for this.

בי רוַיּיִטַ֥ יבְּעֵינֵ֣יהַדָּבָ֖ יאֲדנָֹ֑ לכִּ֚ השָׁאַ֣ ֹ֔ שְׁ�מ

ר הַזֶּהֽאֶת־הַדָּבָ֖

11 And God said to him, “Because you asked

for this—you did not ask for long life, you did

not ask for riches, you did not ask for the life

of your enemies, but you asked for

discernment in dispensing justice—

אמֶריא ֹ֨ יםוַיּ יואֱ�הִ֜ ריעַַן֩אֵלָ֗ לְתָּאֲשֶׁ֨ שָׁאַ֜

ר האֶת־הַדָּבָ֣ לְתָּהַזֶּ֗ יםלְּ֜�וְֽ�א־שָׁאַ֨ יםימִָ֣ רַבִּ֗

לְתָּ שֶׁרלְּ֙�וְֽ�א־שָׁאַ֤ ֹ֔ לְתָּוְ֥�אע י�נֶ֣פֶשׁשָׁאַ֖ איֹבְֶ֑

לְתָּ יןלְּ֛�וְשָׁאַ֧ עַהָבִ֖ ֹ֥ מִשְׁפָּטֽלִשְׁמ

12 I now do as you have spoken. I grant you

a wise and discerningmind; there has

never been anyone like you before, nor will

anyone like you arise again.

יתִיהִנֵּה֥יב י�עָשִׂ֖ תִּי׀הִנֵּ֣הכִּדְבָרֶ֑ בלְ֗�נתַָ֣ םלֵ֚ חָכָ֣

רוְנבָ֔וֹן י��א־הָיָה֣כָּמ֙וֹ֙�אֲשֶׁ֤ י�לְפָנֶ֔ וְאַחֲרֶ֖

כָּמֽוֹ��א־יקָ֥וּם

13 And I also grant you what you did not םיג רוְגַ֨ לְתָּ֙אֲשֶׁ֤ תִּיֽ�א־שָׁאַ֙ �נתַָ֣ שֶׁרלָ֔ ֹ֖ גַּם־ע
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ask for—both riches and glory all your

life—the like of which no king has ever had.

שֶׁרגַּם־כָּב֑וֹד האֲ֠ ישׁכָמ֥וֹ��א־הָיָ֨ יםאִ֛ בַּמְּלָכִ֖

כָּל־ימֶָיֽ�

14 And I will further grant you long life, if

you will walk in My ways and observe My

laws and commandments, as did your

father David.”

םיד יתֵּלֵ֣�׀וְאִ֣ רבִּדְרָכַ֗ ֹ֤ יוֺוּמִצְחֻקַּי֙לִשְׁמ רתַ֔ כַּאֲשֶׁ֥

� ידהָלַ֖ י�דָּוִ֣ יאָבִ֑ אֶת־ימֶָיֽ�וְהַאַרַכְתִּ֖

Discussion Questions

● How does Solomon seem to be feeling in this moment of talking to

God? Share some words to describe how you think he’s feeling.

● What do you make of Solomon’s request? He’s talking to God, he could

ask him anything!

● Does it seem like the “right” request? Why or why not?

● Solomon receives more than he asks for from God. Use your

imagination: Why do you think God granted him more than he asked

for based on his request?

Source 2 — Chassidic Teaching, Rabbi Simcha Bunem of Pershyscha

According to Rabbi Bunim of Pershyscha, everyone should have two pockets, each

containing a slip of paper. On one should be written: “I am but dust and ashes,” and

on the other: “The world was created for me.” From time to time we must reach into

one pocket, or the other. The secret of living comes from knowing when to reach into

each.
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Discussion Questions

● What strikes you when you read this source?

● When do you think it’s relevant to reach into each pocket?

● Can you think of times in your life when you’ve acted in either

category? Share some examples with the group.

● Which one do you tend to reach into more? What are the upside and

downsides of each?

● What kind of an effect might it have on you to utilize these mantras as

a way of moving in the world?

Source 3 — The remarkable story of TCU's Rhodes scholar, Caylin Moore,

quarterback for Texas Christian University

On a Tuesday night in October, TCU safety Caylin Moore stands on the football field at

O.D. Wyatt High School in Fort Worth, Texas, talking about the perfect pushup.

Growing up in Southern California, Moore's family struggled financially. Dinner o�en

came from the Dollar Menu at McDonald's or Carl's Jr. There were times when

Moore's mother didn't have enough money to feed all three of her kids. "So I would

just do pushups to take the pain frommy stomach to the pain in my arms."

Moore is the son of a convicted murderer and a sexual assault survivor. He spent

most of his childhood sharing a bed with his mother and two siblings, living in a

house without hot water on the crime-ridden border of Compton and Carson, south

of Los Angeles. He collected cans and bottles to buy football cleats, blossomed in

Snoop Dogg's youth league and went on to play in high school and college. He has

been a Fulbright scholar and, yes, a campus custodian.

http://www.espn.com/college-football/team/_/id/2628/tcu-horned-frogs
http://www.espn.com/college-football/player/_/id/538023/caylin-moore
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Last month, he was among the 32 men and women awarded the 2017 Rhodes

scholarship, and next year, Moore will study at Oxford University in England. "I look

at everything I've been through, everything I'm doing, it's enough to reduce me to

tears sometimes," he said. "I've been through amazing, impossible things, to a point

where it's like, 'Wow, hard work and opportunity wasn't the only thing that did that.'

There was some divine intervention."

From an early age, Moore understood the link between football and education. When

he posted straight A's in seventh grade, he won an award from the Snoop League and

received a laptop computer from Snoop Dogg, which Moore keeps to this day. At

Verbum Dei High School, an all-male Catholic school, Moore became an

all-conference quarterback and made the honor roll every semester. Moore applied

to 25 colleges and was accepted by 19. He picked Marist College, along the Hudson

River in Poughkeepsie, New York, which provided a strong financial aid package and

a chance to play in the FCS. Moore didn't hesitate to move across the country. While

at Marist, an email arrived. Moore had qualified to apply for a Fulbright Scholarship.

He called his mother. "She said, 'Coming where we come from, that's not something

you dare dream for your kids, to even apply for that,'" Moore said. "You don't have any

of those conversations. She cried from the mere fact that I was applying."

A new challenge would test his resolve. He had expected big things on the field in

2014 but sustained a back injury while throwing before the first game. Moore decided

to transfer but wanted to finish the year at Marist. He needed money, so he began

doing custodial work. His year began with a realistic goal to start at quarterback. It

ended in a hoodie, mopping floors and cleaning up vomit from partiers. "A really
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humbling experience," he said. Again Moore pushed back, this time even harder. He

had always made lists of goals and motivations. At Marist, he wrote two lo�y goals on

the ceiling of his dorm room: Harvard PhD and D-1 athlete.

On Nov. 19, Taylor Moore waited for the call. Caylin had interviewed for the Rhodes

scholarship earlier that day in Los Angeles. At 6:35, the phone rang. Mom, I'm a

Rhodes scholar. "There's not a word in English to describe how I feel," Taylor Moore

said several days later. "For me, it's a validation from the time he was in the seventh

grade, I told him he could be anything he desired to be. He was only limited by his

own dreams. Everything that we've gone through, whatever ups and downs, whatever

testimonials we have, it feels it was worth it. And he's only 22."

Discussion Questions

● What is the role of life circumstances in helping us to find our own

calling? Have any of you experienced this before?

● How would you compare and contrast Moore’s experience to King

Solomon’s?

● Go back to our previous source - which pocket do you think most

framed Caylin’s worldview? Based on the story, does it seem like he

reached into one pocket more than the other?

● What role does resistance play in our lives in terms of accomplishing

our dreams and determining our purpose in life?

Source 4 — AdamHides from God - Genesis 3: 8-10
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8 They heard the sound of God moving

about in the garden at the breezy time of

day; and the man and his wife hid from God

among the trees of the garden. 9 God called

out to the man and said to him, “Where are

you?” 10He replied, “I heard the sound of

You in the garden, and I was afraid because

I was naked, so I hid.”

מִתְהַלֵּ�אֱ�הִים,יהְוָהאֶת-קוֹלוַיּשְִׁמְעוּ

וְאִשְׁתּוֹ,הָאָדָםוַיּתְִחַבֵּאהַיּוֹם;בַּגָּן--לְרוּחַ

וַיּקְִרָאהַגָּן.עֵץבְּתוֹ�,אֱ�הִים,יהְוָהמִפְּניֵ

אַיּכֶָּה.לוֹ,וַיּאֹמֶראֶל-הָאָדָם;אֱ�הִים,יהְוָה

וָאִירָאבַּגָּן;שָׁמַעְתִּיאֶת-קלְֹ�וַיּאֹמֶר,

.וָאֵחָבֵאאָנכִֹי,כִּי-עֵירםֹ

Discussion Questions

● What seems to be the status of the relationship between Adam and

God?

● Why is he hiding?

● This story could be a literary example of when challenging things

happen in life and we hide. How might not hiding help us clarify our

personal paths?

Source 5 — A God Once Commanded Us, by Lea Goldberg (translation: Robert

Friend; The Torah: AWomen’s Commentary)

A god once commanded us to stand strong

under the terrible tree of life

And in the black wind of the years we stood

Stricken with expectation --

Perhaps the fruit would fall at our feat.
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But nothing happened.

And on the day of secret reckoning

Between him and us

we saw a hunched landscape, brown leaves

Falling

And felt on our faces

A cold wind blowing

Then said a Voice: this is your day of freedom.

This is everything. And this is good.

Discussion Questions

● What strikes you about this poem?

● While the Biblical text portrays Adam and Eve as ashamed of their

actions (presumably because they disobeyed God), Lea Goldberg’s

poem sees this turn of events in a positive light, perhaps even as an

act of resistance? Why? What’s your interpretation?

● Can you think of a time in your own life when you expected something

would go your way, and then it didn’t? How did you react to that

experience? Did you learn any powerful lessons during the process?”

● Is resistance necessary for us to find our purpose in the world??

Source 6 — Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation (2000), Parker

Palmer
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Vocation does not come from willfulness. It comes from listening. I must listen to my

life and try to understand what it is truly about – quite apart fromwhat I would like

it to be about – or my life will never represent anything real in the world, no matter

how earnest my intentions. That insight is hidden in the word vocation itself, which is

rooted in the Latin for ʻvoice.̓ Vocation does not mean a goal that I pursue. It means a

calling that I hear.

Discussion Questions

● Look again at the boldfaced text. Do you agree with Palmer? Why or

why not?

● Think back to the Biblical text and Lea Goldberg’s poem we read about

Adam and Eve. How do you experience Adam and Eve’s disobedience?

Is it about “letting their life speak?” Why or why not?

● So, how do we listen for our individual callings? Share some examples

from your own life with the group.

The Personal Download (Chevruta)

● Where are you at right now vis a vis finding your calling?

● How did you come to a place of finding or exploring your calling? Were

there particular life events that shaped who you are and why you

choose to do what you do?

● How do you feel your unique talents and skills help the world?

● What is one thing you can do to offer them even more?
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